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The city of Saphet, supposed to be the ancient
Bethulia, a city said to be seen far and near, and
thought to be alluded to in the apophthegm
which says, " A city set on a hill cannot be hid*/'
is also pointed out in this direction ; but though
the day was clear, I could not distinguish it, its
distance preventing its being defined from hence
without a glass,
To the north were the stony hills over which
we had journeyed hither, and these completed
this truly grand and interesting panoramic view, t
* Matthew, ch. v, ver. 34.
f Maundrell's descriptions and details are in general so ac-
curate, that it is, perhaps, a duty to point out wherein they may
occasionally fail. The bearings taken of the surrounding ob-
jects in the present instance, will be found to differ considerably
from those assigned by that traveller, and can establish their
claim to greater accuracy only from being observed by a com-
pass, and noted on the -spot; whereas, it appears probable to
me, that the whole of Maundrell's error was occasioned by
some falsely assumed position of the sun in the heavens at the
time of observation, as the errors are consistent in the whole;
Thus Deborah, which is written westward, should be north-
ward : Hermon, which is written eastward, should be south-
ward, and the mountain of Gilboa, which is written southward,
should be eastward.
The plate which accompanies the octavo edition of his Jour-
ney (1810), is altogether so unlike the scene it is intended to
represent, that I am sure it could not have been taken on the
spot, nor drawn even from memory. * In the first place, Nain
and Endor are not distinguishable from hence, though their
* See Plate V, facing page 152 of the octavo volume.